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» About the competition:
Prajatantra a national-level competition,
stands as a beacon of democratic
engagement, providing a platform for the P e
’

youths of India to form and function the

Model City Government. The sole intension
of the competition is that youth is to make B et
them understand how the city governance Ny e

functions? In this regard, the participants a e
will form and function as the model of city E iv o o @?,
government with mayor, committee 0 ,‘;hi ‘ ‘
chairperson and different committees O E—
important for cities’ policymaking.
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» About this year’s theme:
The theme of this year was “Inclusive and Participatory
Economies”.
The theme reflects on three aspects:
1. Celebrating Economic Importance of our cities.
2. Focusing on developing sustainable and resilient economic
model for cities.

. Involving inclusion and participation from government and
citizens (regardless of their gender, age, class, etc.) in the
economic prosperity.

Stages of this competition:

1. Qualifying Round (Virtual)

2. Semi-Final Round (Virtual)

3. Field Activity/Engagement (offline in respective cities)

4. Grand Finale (in-person ceremony at National Bal Bhawan,
New Delhi).




» Competitions in Prajatantra 2023:
1. Mayor’s Speech. ﬁi
2. Policy Presentation on Urban Economy. SR O St
3. Policy Presentation on Municipal Finance. B
4. Policy Debate.
5. Quiz Competition.

6. Opinion-Editorial Writing.

+ OP-ED WRITING COMPETITION
Op-Ed referred to Opinion-Editorial. It is an effective tool for

citizens to elaborate on a subject closer to their interest.

In this, participants had the opportunity to delve into various
aspects of urban governance and express their thoughts and
opinions through informative Op-Eds.

» My Journey:

As a participant in Prajatantra 2023, my journey through the
competition was nothing short of transformative, marked by
moments of discovery, collaboration and personal.
My journey began with a spark of curiosity and a desire to make a
difference in my city (Shimla). Upon registering for this
competition, | embarked on a journey of exploration, eager to
delve into the intricacies of municipal governance and contribute
meaningfully to the discourse on pressing societal issues.

| Gungun Thakur, represented H.P. and my team
“Yuva Jan Shakti” in the final round of Op-Ed writing competition

at National Bal Bhawan, New Delhi. | felt very delightful when |




say that, | was the only contestant from H.P. who got selected for
the finals of this competition.
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» Before participating in finale, I've to engaged in a two-week Field

Activity in my city i.e. Shimla. The objective of this activity was to
gain the exposure of the realities of urban governance system in
MC Shimla with special focus on urban economic policies.

» Stages of Field Activity/Engagement:

1. Secondary Research: It was specifically reserved for Literature
Review. In this stage, | researched on policies, plans and

schemes on Urban Economies, and briefed about MC Act of
Shimla.

. Primary Research: In this stage I've to engaged in two broad

field interviews and validate my report on MC Shimla.

Firstly, | conducted the interview of Comm’r, Jt. Comm’r and C.HO. of MC Shimla, Mr.
Bhupinder Kumar Attri (HAS), Dr. Bhuwan Sharma (HAS) and Dr. Chetan Chauhan,
respectively. Secondly, | conducted the interview of Mayor, Deputy Mayor of MC Shimla,
Mr. Surinder Chauhan and Mrs. Uma Kaushal, respectively. Also, | engaged with some
councillors to learn more about the implementation of different policies.




» GRAND FINALE:

The Grand Finale of Prajatantra 2023 held at National Bal Bhavan,
New Delhi from October 30t to November 15t, 2023. There were
110 finalists representing 18 States and 3 UT in different
competitions.

In the final round of Op-Ed, | presented my article, “Shimla’s
Economic Ascent: Unveiling the Mountain Cities Financial Landscape”
on Urban Economy of MC Shimla. Also, as the per the rules I've to
present my field engagement report and PPT. There was a
questioning round based on my article after the 3 minutes of
presentation.

On the last day of finale, 15t November, | had an exposure visit to

the Parliament House of India, and various places viz. India Gate
and National War Memorial. In the cultural event | entertained
the audience by presenting the folk songs of “Devbhoomi”.




» Learning/Outcome:
Participation in Prajatantra 2023 (National Youth Festival)

yielded invaluable insights and experiences for
me. | deepen my knowledge in different

areas of City Governance. Addressing
challenges of people and proposing

solutions through my article related to

City Governance enhanced my problem-
solving skills. Engaging in presentations,

discussions, interviews with officials and fellow
participants improved my communication skills.

Reported by:
Vol. Gungun Thakur (B.Sc.2™ year)




